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QQUUEESSTTIIOONN  NNOO  11  BByy  CCoouunncciilllloorr  RRoossee  ffoorr  aannsswweerr  bbyy  tthhee  

CCoonnvveenneerr  ooff  tthhee  FFiinnaannccee  aanndd  

RReessoouurrcceess  CCoommmmiitttteeee  aatt  aa  mmeeeettiinngg  

ooff  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  oonn  1100  MMaarrcchh  22001166    

      

QQuueessttiioonn    DDeessppiittee  tthhee  eexxppeennssiivvee  pprroocceesssseess  ttoo  rreessoollvvee  oouuttssttaannddiinngg  

ssttaattuuttoorryy  nnoottiiccee  ccllaaiimmss,,  tthhee  SSccoottttiisshh  PPuubblliicc  SSeerrvviicceess  

OOmmbbuuddssmmaann  hhaass,,  ssiinnccee  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22001155,,  ppuubblliisshheedd  ffiinnddiinnggss  

iinn  aatt  lleeaasstt  ffoouurr  ccaasseess  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  EEddiinnbbuurrgghh  CCoouunncciill  

((CCEECC))  oonn  iissssuueess  ooff  ssccooppee  eennllaarrggeemmeenntt  aanndd  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee  

ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  wwhheerree  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  ffoorrmmaall  ffiinnddiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  

CCEECC  ee..gg..  

aa..  CCaassee  220011440022008888::  ‘‘..  ..  ..  wwee  wweerree  ccrriittiiccaall  ooff  tthhee  

qquuaalliittyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  ((CCEECC))  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt..  ..  ..  ’’  

bb..  CCaassee  220011440077119988::  ‘‘..  ..  ..  wwee  nnootteedd  tthheerree  wweerree  

ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ddeellaayyss  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunncciill  iissssuuiinngg  tthhee  

ffiinnaall  iinnvvooiiccee..  ..  ..  ‘‘    

cc..  CCaassee  221100440033773366  ‘‘..  ..  ..  tthhee  ccoouunncciill  hhaadd  

aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  ccaarrrryyiinngg  oouutt  nnoonn  eemmeerrggeennccyy  

rreeppaaiirrss  uunnddeerr  tthhee  eemmeerrggeennccyy  ssttaattuuttoorryy  nnoottiiccee  

dd..  CCaassee  2200110055888811::  ‘‘WWee  wweerree  ccrriittiiccaall  ooff  tthhee  

ccoouunncciill’’ss  hhaannddlliinngg  ooff  tthhee  ssiizzeeaabbllee  ccoosstt  

iinnccrreeaassee..’’  

WWhhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  tthhee  CCoouunncciill’’ss  rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  tthheessee  aanndd  ootthheerr  

aaddvveerrssee  ffiinnddiinnggss  ssiinnccee  AApprriill  22001155,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  aannyy  ootthheerrss  nnoott  

yyeett  ppuubblliisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSPPSSOO??  

AAnnsswweerr    TThhee  CCoouunncciill  hhaass  iinn  aallll  tthheessee  ccaasseess  ccoommpplliieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  SSPPSSOO  

ffiinnddiinnggss  aanndd  wwiillll  ccoonnssiiddeerr  aa  rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  aannyy  ffuuttuurree  ffiinnddiinnggss  

oonn  aa  ccaassee  bbyy  ccaassee  bbaassiiss..  
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QQUUEESSTTIIOONN  NNOO  22  BByy  CCoouunncciilllloorr  RRoossee  ffoorr  aannsswweerr  bbyy  tthhee  

CCoonnvveenneerr  ooff  tthhee  FFiinnaannccee  aanndd  

RReessoouurrcceess  CCoommmmiitttteeee  aatt  aa  mmeeeettiinngg  

ooff  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  oonn  1100  MMaarrcchh  22001166    

      

QQuueessttiioonn  ((11))  HHooww  mmuucchh  mmoonneeyy  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aallllooccaatteedd  bbyy  EEddiinnbbuurrgghh  WWoorrlldd  

HHeerriittaaggee  ffoorr  ssttaattuuttoorryy  nnoottiiccee  rreeppaaiirr  wwoorrkk  ttoo  oorr  vviiaa  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  

EEddiinnbbuurrgghh  CCoouunncciill  aannnnuuaallllyy  ssiinnccee  22000077??  

AAnnsswweerr  ((11))  SSiinnccee  JJaannuuaarryy  22000066,,  ££993388,,666644..5555  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ppaaiidd  bbyy  

EEddiinnbbuurrgghh  WWoorrlldd  HHeerriittaaggee  ttoo  eelliiggiibbllee  wwoorrkk  oonn  ssttaattuuttoorryy  

nnoottiiccee  rreeppaaiirrss..  

QQuueessttiioonn  ((22))  WWhhiicchh  pprreemmiisseess  ((ssttaattuuttoorryy  nnoottiicceess  iissssuueedd))  wweerree  aaffffeecctteedd??  

AAnnsswweerr  ((22))  AA  ttoottaall  ooff  1199  pprroojjeeccttss  aaccrroossss  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  HHeerriittaaggee  SSiittee  wweerree  

aaffffeecctteedd..  

QQuueessttiioonn  ((33))  HHooww  hhaass  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  bbeeeenn  aapppplliieedd  ttoo  tthhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

wwoorrkkss  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  eeaacchh  ssttaattuuttoorryy  nnoottiiccee??  

AAnnsswweerr  ((33))  TThhee  lleevveell  ooff  ggrraanntt  ffuunnddiinngg  rreecceeiivveedd  wwaass  bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  

ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ccoosstt  ooff  ““eelliiggiibbllee  wwoorrkk””  ccaarrrriieedd  oouutt..    TThhee  

ffuunnddiinngg  rreecceeiivveedd  bbyy  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  oowwnneerrss  wwaass  

tthheenn  ddeedduucctteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffiinnaall  iinnvvooiicceess..  
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QUESTION NO 3 By Councillor Rust for answer by the 

Convener of the Education, Children 
and Families Committee at a meeting 
of the Council on 10 March 2016  

   

Question (1) When is the structural engineers’ final report due and when 

will this be released/published? 

Answer (1) The structural engineers report instructed by, and prepared 

for, the Edinburgh Schools Partnership (ESP) was provided 

to the Council for information on a confidential basis on 

Wednesday 2 March. The findings of the report are being 

discussed with ESP to inform any required actions. 

Question (2) What discussions have taken place or are planned with 

Edinburgh Schools Partnership in relation to accountability? 

Answer (2) Following the release of the report, meetings are being held  

with ESP to discuss the findings and agree ESP’s 

associated accountability. 

Question (3) What are the CEC contingency plans in place where a 

school has to be closed for a period of time? 

Answer (3) The Council Resilience Group is in the process of 

developing a Loss of Premises Plan for council buildings 

which will include schools, however, in the interim, there are 

current robust systems in place.  There are 3 scenarios 

Emergency school closures   

These arrangements are part of school severe 

weather/infection control resilience plans and Headteachers 

and Business Managers are briefed annually on 

requirements and as part of induction for new staff.  Risk 

assessments are in place, which include management and 

liaison between the Headteacher/Senior Education Manager 

in making any closure decision.  
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  Relocation for short period of time: 

Where pupils require to be relocated for a short period of 

time, for example, if the school had to be evacuated for a 

number of hours due to a utility problem a “Buddy Map” 

system is used where we use maps showing available 

capacity within schools, this is ranked using a 

Red/Amber/Green system to show availability. 

Closure for a period of time: 

If a school is closed for a period of time we would firstly use 

asset management information held centrally which provides 

information on available capacity in local establishments. 

Senior Education Managers/Corporate Property/the C&F 

Resilience Co-ordinator then work with Headteachers and 

Establishment Managers to relocate to suitable alternative 

accommodation, as was the case in January 2012 when 

Kaimes Special School relocated to Fort. 

In such circumstances, the safety of pupils and staff is 

paramount and this needs to take account of appropriate 

temporary transport arrangements where necessary. 

   

 
 

    



 
 
 
QUESTION NO 4 By Councillor Burgess for answer by 

the Convener of the Health, Social 
Care and Housing Committee at a 
meeting of the Council on 10 March 
2016  

   

Question  To ask what action the Council is taking to improve 

insulation of homes in the City. 

Answer  On 21 January 2016 the Council agreed, with cross party 

support, the HRA budget strategy which set out to 

accelerate heating and insulation programmes in support of 

the objective to reduce tenants’ cost of living. The current 

capital investment programme assumes that 3,700 Council 

homes will benefit from improved insulation over the next 

five years. In addition, 3,500 homes will benefit from the 

installation of modern, efficient heating systems. 

At that meeting, the Council also agreed to expand its 

house-building programme from 3,000 to 8,000 new homes 

over the next ten years. The building programme has 

adopted a “fabric first” approach. Homes have a highly 

insulated building envelope and a high level of air-tightness 

to minimise heat loss.  

93% of Council homes have an Energy Performance 

Certificate (EPC) rating of D or above, compared to private 

sector homes where 75% of homes have an EPC rating of D 

or above. 

Working in partnership with Changeworks the Council is 

bidding for additional resources from the Scottish 

Government’s Home Energy Efficiency Programme to 

provide loans to homeowners and private landlords for 

insulation. This programme is focussed on areas of fuel 

poverty. 
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